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Supporting children experiencing peer on peer sexual abuse and harassment in schools and colleges and our communities
Newcastle Safeguarding Children Partnership (NSCP) recognises the risk and potential impact of peer-on-peer sexual abuse and harassment in schools and colleges. NSCP understands that the risks apply beyond the school gates and often take place online. The Partnership will continue to work with schools, colleges and other stakeholders to understand the risks facing children and to ensure our children’s workforce has the knowledge and skills required to identify and address these concerns.
Schools and colleges are already working hard to address these issues and are supporting children, young people, parents and carers. This includes the delivery of high quality RHSE (relationships, health and sex education) that promotes healthy behaviours and relationships. Schools and colleges have also been successful in ensuring children and young people’s voices are heard and to ensure they have safe places within schools and colleges.
NSCP wants to ensure schools and colleges are aware of the broader supports in place and how they may be accessed. As such we are setting out our local offer to you. This will be kept under regular review to ensure it remains pertinent to the challenges we face.
Whilst we have support in place, we know we must continue to engage with children and young people, families and practitioners to learn and to improve our service offer. 
What do schools need?
The Newcastle Education Safeguarding Partnership (NESP) has highlighted some areas where schools and colleges require support. These are outlined below along with services currently in place and plans for service development.
1. Increased understanding of the law and potential consequences for children & young people, their families, and staff

[bookmark: _Hlk85560935]Schools and colleges can seek support and guidance from local police, and this may include targeted sessions for Designated Safeguarding Leads. This will also be covered through the provision of training accessible through the NSCP website. Please see details below which describe some of the services available from Northumbria Police.

Attached below is a letter to parents and carers that was shared recently with schools on the topic of sharing indecent images by Northumbria Police and the Violence Reduction Unit (VRU); this formed part of a campaign highlighting this subject. Also attached is the VRU’s education brochure with information on relevant learning tools. 


 


2. Support and guidance for schools and colleges in maintaining safety online – including effective and accurate record keeping

NSCP will continue to work with schools and colleges to ensure they have access to the resources they need to keep children and young people safe online. The VRU Education Team have provided some useful information on a range of resources around online safety. These are summarised in the attached document. 




3. Training on how to speak to a victim or a perpetrator to avoid the risk of dealing with situations/disclosures incorrectly

Schools and colleges have access to online and face to face training accessible through the NSCP website and through schools/colleges internal training programmes. NSCP will work with NESP and Designated Safeguarding Leads within schools and colleges to identify specific training needs and how these may be met.

4. Education for parents and wider family members and the community

NSCP will work with schools and colleges to develop a series of online briefings / school/college-based events to ensure parents carers and members of the community have the information they need to keep their children and young people safe.  The letter provided above (point 1) may also assist with this.

5. Increased awareness of where to report perpetrators and victims

All schools and colleges can contact their colleagues in Children’s Social Care and Police in order to seek advice and guidance on action they need to take when dealing with disclosures and matters that might require a social care and / or police response. Newcastle’s Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) should be the first point of contact via the Initial Response Service (IRS) using the contact details below and request to be redirected to MASH. 



NSCP commits to providing the following as our local offer to schools and colleges:
· Accessible guidance and support through NSCP’s website, procedures and training. This can be accessed via the NSCP website www.newcastlesafeguarding.org.uk/safeguarding-children/                                            

Further advice and guidance can be accessed through the NSCP Coordinator Alison Fry alison.fry@newcastle.gov.uk

· The coordination of supports for schools and colleges through a robust Education Safeguarding Partnership – facilitating best practice and effective information sharing
Contact Chair of NESP Stuart Pickup via stuart.pickup@newburnmanorprimary.newcastle.sch.uk
· Guidance and supports provided through the Council’s Education and Skills teams, within the Children, Education and Skills Directorate

Contact Alyson Barrett, Senior Advisor alyson.barrett@newcastle.gov.uk
or Ian Dawson, Head of School Effectiveness ian.dawson@newcastle.gov.uk

· Access to high quality school nursing and specialist health interventions, including child and adolescent mental health to promote healthy behaviours and relationships and to respond to emotional and mental health difficulties 
Information on School Nursing can be accessed via Jo McKenzie, joanne.mckenzie21@nhs.net 
[bookmark: _Hlk85616858]For Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services contact CYPS at Benton House,

Duty Team and Out of Hours Team 
Telephone number: 0191 246 6913

Single Point of Access for making referrals
SPA: 0303 123 1147
Email: ntawnt.NGSPA@nhs.net

Universal Crisis Team 
UCT on 03031231146

· Accessible Early Help services to identify and support issues quickly in order to prevent difficulties escalating.  Information on Early Help can be accessed via  cathryn.elsy@newcastle.gov.uk

· Timely and responsive support from Children’s Social Care, including consultation with safeguarding leads and the involvement of qualified social work support when required 
Children’s Social Care can be accessed via IRSADMIN@newcastle.gov.uk – Tel: 0191 277 2500 or via warren.petitjean@newcastle.gov.uk
The Long-Term Social Work Teams can be accessed via – Tel: 0191 2115845 Email andrew.burden@newcastle.gov.uk or melanie.kennedy@newcastle.gov.uk

· Engagement with and support from Police, both around the impact, harm and consequences of sexual abuse as well as assistance in addressing potential crimes 
For non-urgent matters police can be contacted via 101 or visit www.northumbria.police.uk
Northumbria Police Prevention through Education Team are keen to continue to support schools in their delivery of the PSHE curriculum relating to Safeguarding themes. 
Although the team are only a very small resource, they have extensive knowledge to support schools with their deliveries both within the SafetyWorks! venue and in Outreach to schools. 
Northumbria Police Prevention through Education Team have been delivering an outreach roadshow into schools since March 2021, targeting Year 8 pupils focussing on Online Exploitation, healthy relationships and the consequences of sharing indecent images.  This roadshow has been well received in schools
[bookmark: _Hlk85619425]The Prevention through Education Team can be contacted via their website or directly by contacting Schools Coordinators 
Miriam Harper  miriam.harper.9630@northumbria.pnn.police.uk
Ian Wilkinson   ian.wilkinson.5105@northumbria.pnn.police.uk
Safeguarding Community Advisers (SCAs) – part of the Northumbria Police Prevention through Education Team delivering sessions in schools
The SCAs are specialists in all aspects of exploitation of young people, as well as being experts in community safety-related subjects. Their role is to research and design educational resources and to deliver them to school children and young people.  As well as providing outreach to schools, they deliver sessions on various safety-related topics to school children who visit the SafetyWorks!  Information about SafetyWorks! can be accessed here.  Resources are written to support the PSHE curriculum, and the SCAs take note of trends in reporting and anticipate demand for topic content from schools; to do this, they use their extensive range of contacts both internally and externally in the safeguarding world.
· [bookmark: _Hlk85617919]Support from the Violence Reduction Unit (VRU) including how to stay safe online and awareness of strategies and intelligence regarding gang activity and exploitation.
VRU Education Team – Nicola Johnson nicola.johnson@northumbria-pcc.gov.uk, 

· Information on community and voluntary organisations to promote positive behaviour and to help to provide children access safe spaces and positive activities. Advice and guidance can be accessed via joanne.taylor@newcastle.gov.uk  
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Dear parents and carers 
 
Due to increased reporting of young people under the age of 18 sharing images of nudes with each 
other, we are seeking to highlight that this online behaviour will stay with them forever and to think 
before they share indecent images on social media. We intend this message to reach as many young 
people as possible between 11th and 22nd October 2021. 
 
We have produced a short video (8 minutes long) which includes an account from Megan (provided 
by Hampshire Police) who experienced sharing an indecent image of herself and the consequences 
of doing so. All secondary schools have been made aware of this video, and you can view it here. 
 
One of the things we have seen a lot of is that young people do not think about the potential 
consequences of sharing an explicit image or video with someone else. We’re trying to help them 
understand that once they press the send button, they no longer have control over what happens or 
who sees it. As we all know, the internet has no boundaries. 
 
Young people might see this as a bit of harmless fun, but if they are sharing nude images of someone 
who is under 18, that is a sexual offence and they could find themselves in serious trouble. 
 
It is also hoped that the information we share will not only encourage young people to stop sending  
these images to their friends, but also to strangers and online contacts.    
 
We will be telling young people that, if they have been affected by this issue, they should not be 
embarrassed and to please tell a trusted adult or to report it to the police. 
 
You can report indecent and inappropriate images to the Internet Watch Foundation (IWF). 
In addition for help and support, or to report an incident, visit  www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre, 
or you can report using the Tell Us Something page on the Northumbria Police website.  
 
There is further advice for young people at yourpolice.uk on Instagram. The following links contain 
information about the law and where to get support: 
 


The legal implications of 
sending indecent images of 


those under 18 


What they can do if they are 
worried about an online nude 


What they can do if they have 
sent an online nude 


 
 
Thank you for your support 
 
DCI Caroline Ord, Crime (Cyber) department, Northumbria Police  
The Prevention Through Education Team, Northumbria Police  
Northumbria Violence Reduction Unit Education Team 
 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=97I43FxuaCI

https://www.iwf.org.uk/what-we-do/why-we-exist/report-remove

https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/

https://beta.northumbria.police.uk/our-services/report-it/tell-us-something/

https://www.instagram.com/p/CN7mTEmIqxv/?utm_medium=copy_link

https://www.instagram.com/p/CN7mTEmIqxv/?utm_medium=copy_link

https://www.instagram.com/p/CN7mTEmIqxv/?utm_medium=copy_link

https://www.instagram.com/p/CNrzK7SF5bI/?utm_medium=copy_link

https://www.instagram.com/p/CNrzK7SF5bI/?utm_medium=copy_link

https://www.instagram.com/p/B-KHcVqHfjE/?utm_medium=copy_link

https://www.instagram.com/p/B-KHcVqHfjE/?utm_medium=copy_link
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NORTHUMBRIA
VIOLENCE
REDUCTION 
UNIT
EDUCATION PACKAGE


"The children were really engaged and the interaction between the children and


the person delivering the session was brilliant. This allowed the children to remain


focused on topic."


Teacher, October 2020


 


"I think I've learned a lot today and enough to make a good decision."


Year 8 student, October 2019
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FROM THE POLICE & CRIME COMMISSIONER


Northumbria Police & Crime Commissioner


I am delighted to introduce our new education brochure - education is such a


powerful tool, and equips young people with the knowledge to make positive


life choices.


Our new programme of support, for both educational and community groups,


has evolved over time to be responsive to local needs and subjects have been


developed where a gap in this support has been identified.


We are excited about the range of programmes on offer, and confident that


through this approach, we can improve lives to prevent crime.


Please do take a look at what our Violence Reduction Unit can provide, and get


in touch to book or with any further questions.


Kim McGuinness


Foreword







About us & Programmes


This session is aimed at professionals who work with young people and


would like to know more about the subject. The session covers reasons


as to why young people might carry a knife, the Law (including the new


Offensive Weapons Act) and signposts additional information and


support.


Encourages students to consider the impact and consequences


surrounding the subject of Knife Crime. The PowerPoint lesson is an


interactive discussion touching on the Law, Joint Enterprise and the


impact and effect of knife crime on perpetrators, victims, families and


communities. Students are encouraged to voice opinion on non-graphic


thought provoking video clips during the session, promoting debate and


encouraging questions. Although incidents are rare and students are


reassured of this throughout the session, maintaining personal safety is


explored.  The session offers an opportunity for students to receive


information, have questions answered and also dispel any myths


around the subject. 


FOR PROFESSIONALS


KNIFE CRIME AWARENESS - KS3 & KS4


N
O
R
T
H
U
M
B
R
IA


 V
R
U


 E
D
U
C
A
T
IO
N


 P
A
C
K
A
G
E


Our Violence Reduction Liaison Officers can deliver sessions to young people in schools (including Alternative Provision) or in other settings such as


youth groups. Their sessions are informative, impactful and interactive with a focus on prevention and general awareness.


As well as schools and youth groups we are also developing exciting new offers for universities and colleges.


Encourages students to consider the impact and consequences around


sending and receiving messages, texts and posts on social media.


Students are encouraged to discuss how unkind, inappropriate or


offensive messages can impact both the sender and the recipient. The


session informs students on what constitutes a malicious communication


under the Malicious Communications Act 1988 and the potential


sentences imposed under the law. Students will be made aware of the


potential effect of a criminal record on a person’s life and future. The


session also addresses the issue of sexting or intimate image abuse,


coercion of young people into the sending or distribution of nude or semi-


nude photographs and the laws and potential repercussions of such


activity. The session concludes with information around what to do if a


person becomes involved as an unwilling perpetrator or victim and where


support is available.


MALICIOUS COMMUNICATIONS - KS3 & KS4
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Exploring Child Criminal Exploitation by Organised Crime Groups, including


what is known as ‘county lines’, this session encourages open discussion about


how children and young people might be exploited. Using a short film students


will be asked about the characters involved, their different perspectives and


how they might be feeling. Students will consider the consequences and long


term effect of exploitation, how to recognise the signs and indicators of


exploitation, and how to build resilience against becoming a victim. The aim is


to empower students to speak out if they suspect criminal grooming or


exploitation of themselves or someone they know, and where to go for help. 


CHILD CRIMINAL EXPLOITATION - KS3 & KS4


Our Violence Reduction Liaison Officers are able to offer sessions using the


latest ‘VR’ equipment. Students get the opportunity to learn and discuss


subjects whilst being immersed in ‘real life’ environments.  Subjects include:


-Vulnerability in the night time economy


-Coercive control


-Knife crime


-Child sexual exploitation


VIRTUAL REALITY - KS3 & KS4







“The Research Centre for Learning and Teaching (CfLaT) are


delighted to be working in partnership with the Northumbria


Violence Reduction Unit on the use of Project Based Learning in


education provision geared to tackling the issue of violence. PBL


has a track record in reaching the parts that other teaching


approaches find hard to reach – fostering confidence and self-


esteem, taking ownership, seeing other points of view and


developing deep knowledge of topics. In simple terms this is


achieved by meeting people and hearing their stories, going


places (even if digitally) to expand horizons and doing and


making things to develop natural capabilities as projects are


turned by students into visible products, such as films,


performances, publications and exhibitions. We look forward to


producing a collaborative publication with the VRU to


consolidate and disseminate this important work.’


David Leat


Professor of Curriculum Innovation


Newcastle University


 


For children and young people who are particularly vulnerable


to the consequences of violence, in partnership with


Newcastle University, we are developing a Project Based


Learning (PBL) approach for pupils and students in Alternative


Provision or Pupil Referral Unit settings.


PROJECT BASED LEARNING
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FACEBOOK:
/NORTHUMBRIAVRU


/KIMCGUINNESS


INSTAGRAM:
@PCC_KIM_MCGUINNESS


Work with us
We are very excited about our offer and working with you in the future. Our sessions
can be adapted to meet the needs of groups and we will work with you to ensure
everyone gets the best out of our programmes. Although our sessions are targeted at
KS3 and KS4 and adults, we may be able to deliver bespoke sessions for KS1 and KS2. 


Our team are also experienced in delivering Healthy Relationships and Domestic abuse
modules to all ages. We will soon be sharing our knowledge, through train the trainer
sessions, which will enable professionals to deliver the sessions themselves to young
people.


We would encourage you to be a regularly visitor to our website as we will be uploading
resources there soon.


For more information, or to book onto one or more of our programmes, please email
VRU@northumbria-pcc.gov.uk 


Northumbria Police 'Prevention through Education Team' also have a number of
educational offers. They can be accessed here.
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WEBSITE:
NORTHUMBRIA-PCC.GOV.UK


TWITTER:
@NORTHUMBRIAPCC



https://www.facebook.com/NorthumbriaVRU/

https://www.facebook.com/NorthumbriaVRU/

https://www.facebook.com/KiMcGuinness/

https://www.instagram.com/pcc_kim_mcguinness/

https://beta.northumbria.police.uk/advice-and-info/parents-and-kids/education/

https://www.northumbria-pcc.gov.uk/

https://twitter.com/NorthumbriaPCC
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Fearless (crimestoppers):
For advice and to anonymously report
crime visit www.fearless.org


Sources of Support 
           - Keeping Safe Online  
Support in schools and the community:
School staff, family, youth workers, coaches


UK Safer internet centre:
For help on reporting social networking
platforms visit www.saferinternet.org.uk


Child exploitation and online protection:
Is someone asking you to engage in inappropriate


conversations, meet up or send images and videos?
Visit www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre


internet Watch foundation:
To report inappropriate images and have
them removed quickly visit www.iwf.org.uk


Northumbria police:
Call 101 for non-urgent issues and 999 in an
emergency or visit www.northumbria.police.uk 


childline:
For support and advice visit www.childline.org.uk


victim support:
Support victims of crime www.victimsupport.org.uk 
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