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                Exploitation Risk Assessment Checklist
Guidance
	How to use this tool
This tool is for you to make an initial assessment about the level or risk of exploitation. Consider each individual case in relation to all of the criteria in each of the three segments. The results can be used to determine the risk or presence of exploitation. The results are not a definitive assessment of risk. They should provide you with a structure to inform your judgement It is important that you provide a narrative and evidence to support your concerns. Identifying where possible if the information shared is based on professional opinion or if the information is an evidence-based concern.
Identifying one critical factor or several vulnerabilities may indicate that the adult is at risk of Modern Slavery / Exploitation / Trafficking. 
If any indicators of critical risk are identified, then immediate action needs to be taken to safeguard the individual(s).



1. Vulnerability Factors
The presence of these factors may increase the risk of perpetrators targeting these adults for the purpose of exploitation, trafficking, and modern slavery.
	Mark the box if the risk factor is present. 
	Yes
	No 
	Don’t know
	Detail-please include exact names/locations/businesses/areas be included for intel gathering if known

	1. Isolation, lack of support
	☐	☐	☐	

	2. Current / Past care or involvement of local authority
	☐	☐	☐	

	3. Any known caring responsibilities (paid or unpaid). 
Do they have anyone acting as a carer (paid or unpaid) 
– if so, please provide details about this arrangement?
	☐
	☐	☐	

	4. Experience of trauma (including as a child)
	☐	☐	☐	

	5. Experience of bereavement or loss
	☐	☐	☐	

	6. Previous known or suspected concerns regarding exploitation
	☐	☐	☐	

	7. Any recognised physical health need(s)
	☐	☐	☐	

	8. Learning disability/difficulty, Autism, ADHD
Any other concerns re cognitive functioning difficulties (brain injury/degenerative conditions etc), SEND or EHCP plans
	☐	☐	☐	

	9. Trying to manage a substance misuse disorder
	☐	☐	☐	

	10. Any known mental health issues or low self esteem
	☐	☐	☐	

	11. Unstable housing situation/multiple occupancy/risk of homelessness
	☐	☐	☐	

	12. Financial vulnerability 
	☐ 
	☐	☐	

	13. Concerns regarding immigration status/language barrier/doesn’t appear to know local area.
	☐	☐	☐	

	14. Decision making difficulties (assessed or suspected)
	
	
	
	



2. At Risk Indicators 
The presence of these factors could indicate the adult is at risk of or already a victim of exploitation, trafficking and modern slavery.
	Mark the box if the risk factor is present. 
	Yes
	No 
	Don’t know
	Detail

	15. Forced/coerced into making decisions OR any concerns whereby a friend/partner/other person insists on advocacy/always being present to support the person OR a sudden introduction of a new person/relationship/contact of   concern?
	☐	☐	☐	

	16. Going missing for periods of time or not where they are supposed to be
Provide details 
	☐	☐	☐	

	17. Unexplained increase/decrease in possessions or money
	☐	☐	☐	

	18. Notable reduction in contact with family/friends/professionals/support networks. 
Or Family raising concerns
	☐	☐	☐	

	19. There are concerns regarding engagement with formal support networks (i.e. often misses appointments).
Is the adult at risk of discharge from a service due to difficulties in the service engaging the adult?
Or Concerns being raised by trusted agencies/professionals
	☐	☐	☐	

	20. Use of internet, social media and mobile phone which is causing concern. (e.g. multiple handsets).
	☐	☐	☐	

	21. Regular or concerning access of sexual health services.
Or Inconsistent use of contraception (risk of STI’s). 
Or Multiple pregnancies or terminations
	☐	☐	☐	

	22. Showing signs/behaviours indicating distress, 
i.e. self-harming/sudden weight loss/gain, self-neglect or changes in presentation/behaviours towards others.
	☐	☐	☐	

	23. Change in presentation, demeanour or appearance. 
Are the dressing differently, change in language/using slang terms.

	☐	☐	☐	

	24. Increased presentation to A&E, and other health services
I.e. Overdose, minor injuries, self-harm/thoughts of suicidal ideation, contact with crisis team/police.
Attendance at A&E outside of their locality?
	☐	☐	☐	

	25. Increased contact with police due to being a repeat victim/actively involved in criminal behaviour
	☐	☐	☐	

	26. Being provided with drugs / alcohol / legal highs / tobacco or other possessions/objects, services (free taxi’s), accommodation from unknown sources/sources of concern
	☐	☐	☐	

	27. Concerns raised about where the person lives, increased anti-social behaviour or multiple people frequently attending the address
	☐	☐	☐	

	28. Frequent contact with businesses or establishments of concern:
E.g. Fast-food outlets/take aways, barber shops, vape shops, hotels, taxis, music studios, air B&B’s
	☐	☐	☐	

	29. Concerns regarding legitimacy of employment. I.e. cash/food in hand/not adhering to employment law/long hours/no time off etc
	☐	☐	☐	

	30. Attending new locations/hotspots, possibly out of area or where there are known concerns of exploitation taking place
	☐	☐	☐	

	31. Perpetrator of criminal or sexual exploitation, slavery, OGC/peer crime group links associating with the person
	☐	☐	☐	

	32. Finances – frequently lost bank card, reliance on food vouchers/banks, use of shared accounts
	☐
	☐	☐	

	33. Reports of threats towards person and their family, criminal damage to property/belongings occurring.
	☐	☐	☐	



3. Critical Risk Indicators
The presence of these indicators identifies a critical level of concern that exploitation, trafficking or modern slavery is very likely occurring, and immediate safeguarding actions should be taken
	Mark the box if the risk factor is present. 
	Yes
	No 
	Don’t know
	Detail: 
Additional details:

	34. Increased/changes in themes/patterns of missing reports/hidden missing is evident (change in frequency, days etc)

	☐	☐	☐	

	35. Physical injuries inconsistent with explanation given/no explanation offered
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	36. Credible threats of serious harm or threat to life reported to/assessed by Police
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	37. Possession of weapons
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	38. Concerns regarding financial activity: e.g. others claiming benefits in name, control of finances by another person, money laundering, using crypto currency. OR confirmed drug debts/bondage concerns
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	39. Evidence of controlling relationship/ disclosure of fear of partner 
Concern re: violence/ MARAC/ MATAC/ Stalking/ harassment/ Claire’s/ Sarah’s law disclosures.

	☐	☐	☐	

	40. Evidence, credible intelligence or disclosure of forced or coerced sexual assault/criminal activity or home takeover.
Including use of social media/ online cyber enabled or face to face/ sextortion/blackmail

	☐	☐	☐	

	41. 39.	Evidence or credible intelligence regarding employment/volunteering. Potential of forced labour /domestic servitude
	☐	☐	☐	

	42. Evidence/intelligence gained that the person is being trafficked for the purpose of exploitation
	☐	☐	☐	

	43. NRM in existence (historic/current)
	☐	☐	☐	

	44. Withdrawing or retracting allegations or disclosures
	☐	☐	☐	

	45. Victim of/involved in reported abduction and false imprisonment
	☐	☐	☐	

	46. Concerns that the person is being coerced to facilitate other people’s contact with perpetrators / exploitative situations
	☐	☐	☐	










Professional Assessment
	Please provide any information which you feel is relevant. Consider the victims situation in relation to factors such as needs for care and support, cultural or language barriers and their willingness to engage with services. 

	What are your primary concerns regarding risks and why?

	





	Are there any protective factors? 

	





	What are the views of the individual?

	· Do they recognise the concerns?
· Are there concerns regarding decision making abilities/undue influence to consider?








	What actions have been taken as a result of completing this checklist?
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