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Newcastle Safeguarding Adults Board 
	 Summary Minutes 

Meeting held on Wednesday 9th July 2025, 1-3.30pm, via Teams
Please note these are not full minutes. They are intended to provide an overview of discussions and decisions. Due to the confidential nature of some of the items discussed, it is not possible to publically share full minutes. 


The Newcastle Safeguarding Adults Board (NSAB) is the multi-agency partnership responsible for ensuring that adults at risk in Newcastle are safeguarded and protected.
	The NSAB meeting was preceded by a Member Development Session. This session focussed on Safeguarding Transition. Recordings of this and previous sessions can be accessed here: www.newcastlesafeguarding.org.uk/nsab-member-development-sessions/ 

	Recognising and Responding to Domestic Abuse Perpetrators ​in General Practice 
The lead GP for Adult Safeguarding in Newcastle provided a presentation on a recent pilot in GP surgeries where perpetrators of domestic abuse were asked about their behaviours in intimate relationships. This was with the aim of increasing referrals into the Make a Change Perpetrator Programme (delivered by Harbour). The pilot involved provision of “Recognise, Respond, Refer” training to 295 professionals working in GP practices and the use of promotional materials within waiting rooms (on screens and posters). Following the pilot, GP practices were highlighted as the second largest referral source to the Newcastle Make a Change service; it also led to referrals for survivors of domestic abuse. Partners were asked to consider if a similar approach could be used in other services. 

	Deaths of Despair
Public Health provided an update on their work around reducing harm linked to drug and/or alcohol use and suicide. Data was provided on the rates of drug-related deaths and as a result of suicide. The provision of Naloxone in a wide-range of services had been successful in reducing drug-related deaths and there is a hope additional services which have access to this. A significant proportion of the deaths linked to drugs and/or alcohol involved individuals who were not known to treatment services, highlighting the importance of signposting and referral for individuals. This linked to learning from recent Safeguarding Adult Reviews. Newcastle has a Suicide Prevention Strategy which is over-seen by a multi-agency partnership. Public Health are also leading on a Stigma Indicator Pilot which will be rolled out in Newcastle. Addressing the stigma associated with mental health and drug and alcohol use is an important part of reducing deaths and serious harm. 

	Safeguarding Adults Collection 2024-25
The national, annual, statutory data return for safeguarding adults was presented. Some of the key headlines included: In 2024-25 there were 10,101 safeguarding adult concerns and 8,279 Section 42 enquiries. This was a decrease compared to the previous year. The most common location of abuse or neglect remains a person’s own home. The most prevalent type of abuse is neglect, followed by self-neglect and then physical abuse. In 79.7% of section 42 enquiries, the adult at risk or their representative was asked their desired outcomes; in 93% of section 42 enquiries where the adult at risk lacked mental capacity, the adult was supported by an advocate, family member or friend. 

	Date of next meeting: Wednesday 10th September 2025, 1-3.30pm 


For more information about Safeguarding Adults, and the work of the Newcastle Safeguarding Adults Board, please visit:
https://www.newcastlesafeguarding.org.uk/ 
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